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Introduction 


Local  groups  considering  projects  for  the 
conservation,  management,  use,  or  development 
of  Montana's  water  resources  can  get  help  from 
the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Con- 
servation (DNRC).  Through  the  Technical 
Assistance  to  Water  Projects  (TAP)  program, 
such  groups  may  obtain  professional  advice  on 
preliminary  engineering,  economic,  and  legal 
aspects  of  their  projects. 


Who  May  Apply? 

.  .  .  divisions  of  local  governments,  planning 
boards,  irrigation,  drainage,  and  conservation 
districts,  incorporated  ditch  and  canal  com- 
panies, and  other  groups. 

The  TAP  program  will  provide  help  on 
many  different  types  of  water  projects,  in- 
cluding, but  not  limited  to: 

1.  Water  storage  projects  for: 

a.  irrigation 

b.  domestic  and  municipal  use 

c.  fish  and  wildlife 

d.  flood  control 

e.  water  quality  enhancement 

f.  recreation 

2.  Water  supply  systems  for: 

a.  irrigation 

b.  rural  and  small  communities 
municipal  needs 

c.  parks 

d.  small  industrial 

3.  Small  scale  hydroelectric  projects 

4.  Drainage  projects  for: 

a.  saline  seep  control 

b.  high  water  table  reduction 

5.  Sediment  and  erosion  control  projects 

6.  Water  quality  maintenance  and 
improvement  projects 


DNRC  will  accept  requests  for  assistance 
anytime  during  the  year.  If  a  project  qualifies  for 
assistance,  a  meeting  between  the  applicant  and 
the  TAP  staff  will  be  scheduled  to  plan  the  TAP 
review  of  the  proposed  project.  The  applicants 
must  provide  detailed  information  on  the  pro- 
ject. 


What  Will  the  Report 
Include? 

TAP  professionals  will  prepare  a  report  in- 
cluding information  and  recommendations  on: 

1.  the  water  inventory,  including  descriptions 
of  current  and  proposed  development 

2.  water  rights 

3.  sources  of  funding 

4.  group  organization 

5.  soils  analysis 

6.  probable  significant  environmental  impacts 

7.  engineering,  economic,  and  financial 
feasibility 

8.  whether  to  proceed  with  the  project 

9.  alternatives  to  the  proposed  project 

10.  items  needing  additional  study 

11.  outline  of  steps  to  complete  the  project 


How  to  Apply 

Any  group  wanting  assistance  from  the  TAP 
program  should  contact: 

Department  of  Natural  Resources 

and  Conservation 
Technical  Assistance  Program 
32  S.  Ewing 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Telephone:  (406)449-2864 


500  copies  of  this  publication  were  produced  at  a 
unit  cost  of  31.5*  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $157.50 
which  includes  $120.00  for  printing  and  $37.50  for 
distribution. 
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